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This season, we will be returning to the Advent 

that started it all. Our Advent journey this year will coin-

cide with our Advent Bible study The Journey by Adam 

Hamilton, in which we will trace the literal footsteps of 

those who experienced that Advent firsthand. Through 

Mary we will be reminded that God calls us in unex-

pected and unconventional ways. In Joseph we will re-

member that God works through life’s setbacks just as he 

does through its triumphs. Zechariah and Elizabeth will 

teach us that even the most improbable dreams can be-

come a reality in God. The final week of Advent will find 

us on the road from Nazareth to Bethlehem as a very 

pregnant Mary and her soon to be husband Joseph make 

an unexpected and unwelcome journey at an inconvenient 

time. All of this will lead us once again to the manger 

where it all begins. 

Advent reminds us that we wait for Christ’s com-

ing because many in the world wait for that very same 

thing. It reminds us that peace, hope, love, and joy should 

never be seasonal, for those gifts of the Spirit are what 

our world needs now more than ever. Advent reminds us 

that we are Advent people, and as Advent people we are 

now sent into this world to continue our own journeys. 

This is my challenge to all of you this year. In the midst 

of conflict, be a presence of peace. In a world of despair, 

be a light of hope. In a world that often forgets how to 

love, be the warm embrace of God. In a world full of 

gloom, let your joy infect others. The first Advent turned 

the world upside-down, and as a servant of God and a 

follower of Christ, I still believe that this season has the 

ability to do just that. Happy Advent everyone, let’s make 

it a God-filled one! 

         Reverend Bryan Kilpatrick  

 

Pastor’s Page 

The Journey of Advent 

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has 

come to his people and redeemed them. 

-Luke 1:68 

Advent greetings brothers and sisters in Christ! 

Welcome to the season of Advent! This is a time in 

the church year that many consider to be an ‘in-between’ 

time; a time after the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus in 

which we await his promised coming. During this time of 

year we surround ourselves with lights in an attempt to stave 

off the literal and spiritual darkness of the world. We gather 

with those we love when we have the ability to do so, and 

remember fondly those whom we can no longer gather with. 

We listen to music that warms our souls and lifts our spirits 

while nostalgia washes over us along with the longing for 

simpler times. 

I am grateful that Advent serves the church in a way 

that can easily describe as paradoxical, for it reminds us that 

as followers of Christ, we live in this world as ‘both/and’ 

beings. Christ has already come, yet we wait for him to ar-

rive. God continues to offer salvation to the world, yet we 

long for that same salvation. We live into a kingdom built 

on humility, service, love, and justice, while living in a 

world that so often fails to see those traits as something to 

be respected and honed. We are reminded that we are in the 

world, but not of the world. I am grateful for the paradox of 

Advent because it reminds us that while we gather to cele-

brate, others are in mourning. While we feast, others go 

without. While we wrap ourselves in light, others can’t es-

cape their darkness. The paradox of Advent reminds us that 

Christ’s work is far from ended, that he continues to call us 

to become the best version of ourselves we can be in Him 

that we can best love and serve others, and that this life of 

faith, above all else, is a journey we take together. 

 



 
 
 
 
Soup supper 
If you love soup, dessert or just great fellowship, then 
come on out Wednesday, December 3 at 6:00 pm in the 
gymnasium for our soup supper. Please bring your fa-
vorite soup, dessert or just yourself and join us in a great 
time of fellowship! 
 
Craft Show 
We did great at the craft show this year! Here are the 
numbers: 
Vendors: $3095 
Granny’s Attic- $1277.56 
Bake Sale:- $806.25 
Café- $256 
Thank you again  to all who helped put this event to-
gether!!! 
Thanks to Vicki Holycross for all the advertising and 
potting up the craft show signs, we really appreciate all 
you do, it does not go unnoticed!  
 
Food pantry operation 
The pantry is definitely becoming very busy and we are 
seeing many new clients. The pantry is open on Tuesday 
mornings and Thursday evenings. 2-3 volunteers work 
in the pantry room packing bags, and putting away de-
liveries and  donations. On Tuesdays, we have 5-6 vol-
unteers working the drive thru pantry. Food is varied 
every week so clients can get  as much variety as possi-
ble. Unfortunately the food bank has very little food for 
us to purchase, which is more economical than retail. 
We are presently purchasing much of our food from re-
tail.  
 Though the pantry may look like there is a lot of 
food available, we are now serving 75 families a week 
and  it goes out quickly. We do receive donations from 
the congregation, community, Bridgepoint Church and 
Kroger supplies our brown bags. All donations are al-
ways appreciated whether food or monetary. We typical-
ly purchase can goods by the case from our food bank 
(MCOP). When an item is available I may purchase 30 
cases of one item. 
 Any donation is appreciated in any size or 
amount. If anyone has interest in visiting the pantry, 
please contact me through the office and I will be happy 
to show you the pantry and answer any questions. 
We sometimes are in need of people to go pick up deliv-
eries and to purchase from the different stores (you 
would get reimbursed for this). Let  the office know if 
this is something you would be willing to help out with. 
 
Thank you, 
Pam Bolton– Pantry Manager 
 
 

Special upcoming Sundays 
This Sunday, November 30 we will have ONE Worship 
service at 10:00am with a potluck immediately follow-
ing. Bring your leftovers from Thanksgiving and join us 
for this fun time of fellowship! 
 
Christmas Eve Services– Join us at 4:00pm or 7:00pm 
as we celebrate Jesus’ birth! 
 
 
 
 
 
Morning Bible Study 
Every Wednesday we have a Bible Study in the narthex 
at 9:30am. During this hour of study we focus on a spe-
cific book of the Bible and gradually read through it 
while discussing what is happening. It is a very in-
formative and fun group to be part of. We are currently 
reading through 2 Kings and then we will be moving 
onto Isaiah. 
 
Advent Study continues 
This study continues on Wednesday, December 3 at 

6:30pm in the sanctuary and will last for 4 weeks during 

Advent. This study will be based on the book, The Jour-

ney: Walking the Road to Bethlehem by Adam Hamil-

ton. Join Adam Hamilton as he takes a journey from 

Nazareth to Bethlehem in a fascinating look at Jesus’ 

birth. Please sign-up on the sheet on Pastor’s table if 

you would like to join. The books are $15 if you would 

like to purchase one, you do not need the book to partic-

ipate. 

 
 
 
 
 
Junior Church 
We have junior church during the 10:30 am service eve-
ry Sunday throughout the school year. This is for kids 
who are in K-5th grade. Come on out and enjoy a great 
time of learning about the Bible! 
 
Youth group 
We have youth group every Sunday night at 6:30 pm in 
the youth room. This group learns about the Bible 
through a devotional and discussion and then plays 
games and has snacks. It is such a fun group to be part 
of! 
 
Thank you 
Thank you to Cathy Roberts and Pam Bolton for deco-
rating a tree in the church’s name at the  Bedford library 
for Christmas. Head on over to see their creation. Thank 
you ladies!!! 
  



 
Membership News 
“I urge that petitions, prayers, requests, and  
thanksgiving be offered to God for all people.” 
(1 Timothy 2:1) 
General Intercessory Prayers: 
Families dealing with Depression, Grieving Families, 
Marriages, Missionaries, Service Men & Women,  
Shut-ins, Unemployed, Unspoken, Youth 
 
Individual Intercessory Prayers: 
Brenda Wobser, Rich Schroeder, Phyllis Dudek, Mary 
Jones, Pat Villarreal, Cathy Roberts, Debbie Krabach, 
Sandy Reilly, Tom Mavis, Sandy Stinefield, Dave Shad-
ler, Marcia Brown, Mary Anne Bair, Carol Mavis 
 
Shut-Ins: 
Sue Roach, Barb Frobel, Vicki Clouse, Rose Leighty, 
Marcia Smotherman, Ethel Mull 
 
Extended Church family & community: 
Cindy Vedra’s brother-in-law, Pat, Debbie Needle’s, 
brother,  Kay Platt’s brother Wayne Stewart and sister-in-
law, Ruby, Cathy Robert’s cousin, Sister Ann, Dianna 
Snyder’s son, Jeremiah and husband, Tom, McIntire’s 
sister-in-law, Marianna, Jim Villarreal’s cousin, Barbara, 
and sister, Ellie, Brooke Brown’s mom, sister, and 
friend’s, Bonnie and Steve, Susie Chandler’s brother, 
Jim, Aileen Pyle’s brother, Don, Bobbie Garrison’s sis-
ter, Joann and sister-in-law, Phyllis Dudek’s son, Jeff, 
Mary Jones’s friend, Chris, Jim Dornberg’s sister, Nancy 

 
Military serving : 
Alex Perry 
Amanda Needles 
 
 
 
 
 
*If you would like to remove or add your loved one to 
the list please contact the office at:  
office@lambertvilleumc.org 
 
 

 
Praise time 
We pray for many people on our prayer chain and we 
would love to hear any praises that you may have. On 
the last Sunday of the month during the prayer time 
we will be updating the congregation with these 
praises. Feel free to write these down so that they can 
be shared during this time. 
 
Sharing your testimonies 
Was there a time in your life when you realized that 
God was in control and things would have worked 
out very differently if He was not with you? We are 
looking for people to share their testimonies with the 
church on a given Sunday. If this is something you 
would like to do, please contact pastor Bryan and he 
will walk you through the next steps. 
 
Offering envelopes 
The 2026 offering envelopes are on a table in the nar-
thex. Look for your name on the list and take the cor-
responding number. Please put a check mark once 
you take yours. If you have not ever had envelopes 
before, feel free to take the first open number and 
write your name by it so that we can keep track of 
your giving for you. 
 
Christmas Card boxes 
If you are not aware, we have Christmas card boxes 
available in the narthex where we place Christmas 
cards to people in the congregation. This saves every-
one on stamps. If you do not send out Christmas 
cards, that is completely okay as well. If you would 
like to give cards please make sure you put them be-
hind the letter of their last name. If you haven’t seen 
someone in– person in awhile then please kindly mail 
it to that individual so that they get it in time for 
Christmas. 
 
Christmas sing along 
Join us on December 21 from 2:30-4:30pm as we 
join in singing our favorite Christmas songs in the 
sanctuary. Jim Dornberg has graciously agreed to 
come play the organ and lead us in a time of Christ-
mas cheer.  
 
Office will be CLOSED 
The office will  be closed on Christmas Eve, Christ-
mas and New Years, thank you for your understand-
ing. Pastor is on vacation starting December 24 after 
services until January 5, please be respectful of his 
vacation time and send all question to the office to be 
answered first. Thank you! 

December Soundings  
are sponsored by:  

Marsha Frank– in memory of my Santa, 
Keith Golembiewski 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
        
   
 
                    
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
                   
 

 

 

    

                             
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you 
Thank you to everyone who helped out on Sunday with 
hanging of the greens and cleaning out the barn, we 
had so many people that it didn’t take long at all, we so 
appreciate each and every one of you! A special thank 
you to Susie Chandler and Susan Mitchell for making 
the delicious lunch. 
 
Outreach options for Christmas 
Our main focus at LUMC for Christmas is partnering 
with Home Instead to buy Christmas gifts for the Sen-
ior folk in our community who will not be receiving 
gifts. A tree is in the narthex with tags on it for you to 
choose from. Those who choose to brighten a life will 
take a tag, buy gifts, wrap in a gift bag and return by 
December 14th. 
 
Shoeboxes 
Thank you to everyone who filled a shoebox for a child 
in need! We sent 25 shoeboxes to be delivered across 
the world!!! 
 
Hat and Mitten Tree 
We have our traditional hat and mitten tree up in the 
narthex. Feel free to buy some hats, gloves or mittens 
and add them to the tree. These will be picked up on 
December 8 so please have your donation on the tree 
by then. Thank you!!! 
 
Poinsettia orders 
If you would like to order a poinsettia for Christmas 
please fill out one of the envelopes in the narthex, 
place your check or cash inside and then place it in the 
office. Orders need to be placed by December 1st so 
that we are assured that we will get them in time. The 
cost is $11.75.   
 
Ushers needed 
If you can help out by ushering at either the 8:30 or 
10:30 service, please sign up on the list in the narthex. 
Thank you! If you need direction on what this involves 
we can help with that as well. 
 
Trustees—Cemetery Lots for sale 
The church is in possession of several cemetery lots at 
Toledo Memorial Park.  They are being offered to the 
congregation at $800 per lot (current price from Toledo 
Memorial Park is $1200 per lot).  If you are interested 
in purchasing a lot or lots, please contact the office. 
 
Kroger rebate 
If you have a Kroger card and would like to add our 
church to your community rewards, we would greatly 
appreciate it. If you need help with this process, please 
ask the office and we would be happy to assist you. So 
far this year we have received $346.59. This adds up 
quickly for just doing your normal grocery shopping. 

 
From the Trustees 
The trustees wanted to let the church know that we are 
working to keep our building functional and beautiful 
as judiciously as possible.  As lead trustee, I want to 
personally thank my fellow trustees for continuously 
stepping up as we grapple with the big items we need 
to work through as well as the day to day “minor” is-
sues that, like your home, pop up at any time.  Who 
knew that we replaced a door closer at the kitchen en-
trance, had the carpet cleaned, stopped leaking gutters 
in the Memorial Garden, fixed door jambs between the 
gymnasium and Memorial Garden, cleaned the memo-
rial bricks, replaced lights in the sanctuary, had the or-
gan repaired and dealt with WiFi and tech issues as 
well as worked on plumbing, roofing and HVAC sys-
tems that continue to cause issues? Most of these were 
done by the talented staff of trustees, and we’ve still 
got more to do.  The church is going to look BEAUTI-
FUL for the holidays!  Invite a friend to come and en-
joy the sights and take in a Sunday Service! Thank you 
from the trustees for allowing us to gladly 
serve!  Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas! 
 
From the  Finance Committee 
Our YTD income is $141,814.74 . Our current expense 
budget is $174,931.92 , which gives us a deficit of  
$33,117.18 YTD. More in depth detail will be coming 
in the Christmas letter, there are also copies of this in 
the narthex. Thank you all for your continued giving! 

 
Cookie exchange 
We are gauging interest to see how many people would 
be interested in doing a cookie exchange for Christ-
mas. If this is something that you would like to partici-
pate in, then please sign-up on the list provided in the 
narthex.  

 
New Year’s Eve party 
We are gauging interest in whether some people want 
to celebrate New Year’s Eve at the church together. If 
this sounds fun to you, then please sign up on the sheet 
in the narthex. 
 
Program/Soundings sponsor 
If you would like to sponsor a program or soundings 
for the month in honor of or in memory of someone, 
please sign up on the list in the narthex. Please only 
sign up for one month so that others have a chance to 
honor someone as well. The cost is $35 and this can be 
paid through the offering. Mark program or soundings 
sponsor on your offering envelope on the specials line. 
Natalie Wahl who was a long time member that passed 
away this year dedicated many months for 2026. 
Thank you to Ray and David Leighton for honoring 
your mom in this fashion. She will always be remem-
bered for the wonderful woman that she was. 
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1– Clark Hall 
2– Rich Stewart 
4– Keith Needles 
6– Carol Taylor 
6– Audra Bennett 
8– Madalyn Bliss 
8– Samuel Bodine 
8– Lorelai Dornberg 
9– Jim Villarreal 
9– Dianna Snyder 
9– Jacob Guyton 
11– Oliver Guyton 
12– Lanice Andres 
12– Virginia Jordan 
13– Kevin Shadler 

15– Mike Sorge 
16– Kent Krabach 
17– Dawn Lenz 
17– Joy Bodine 
20– Dana Greiner 
22– Russell Rayle 
23– Cheryl Knestrick 
23– Janet Hudson 
26– Dave Antkowiak 
26– Dane Holycross 
26– Andrea Allen 
26– Jenna Lewandowski 
28– Lillian Gawecki 
28– Alison Meisner 
28– Steve Tennant 
30– Astrid Fleischman 
 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 
10:00am– ONE 
Worship service 
11:00am– Potluck 
2:00pm– Youth 
group outing 
2:00pm Softball 
4:00pm– Soccer 
 

1 
10:00am– Pickleball 
7:30pm– Baseball 

2 
10-11am food pantry 
9am– Figure factory 
5:00pm– Twirl MI 
5:45pm– Girl Scouts 
8:00pm– Basketball 

3 
9:30am Bible Study 
10:00am– Pickleball 
1:00pm Custodial 
cleaning 
6:00pm– Soup supper 
6:30pm Bible Study 
6:00pm Basketball 
7:30pm Basketball 

4 
9am– Figure factory 
5pm-6 food pantry 
5:00pm– Twirl MI 
8:00pm– Broomball 
 

5 
5:30pm Broomball 
7:00pm Basketball 

6 
8:30am Basketball 
5:30pm– party 

7 

8:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Jr. 
church 
12:00– Party 
(Dawes) 
6:30pm Youth 
group 
8:00pm Basketball 

8 

GOODFELLOWS 
10:00am– Pickleball 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
GOODFELLOWS 
10-11am food pantry 
9am– Figure factory 
6:00pm Trustees 
 
 

10 
GOODFELLOWS 
9:30am Bible Study 
6:30pm Bible Study 
 
 

11 

GOODFELLOWS 
9am– Figure factory 
5pm-6 food pantry 
5:00pm Twirl MI 
 
 

12 

GOODFELLOWS 
Box-out– Boy Scouts 
 

13 

GOODFELLOWS 
1:00pm– Custodial 
cleaning 
Lock-in– Boy 
Scouts 

14 

8:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Jr. 
church 
3:00pm– Game 
afternoon 
2:00pm Softball 
4:00pm– Soccer 
6:30pm Youth 
group 
8:00pm Basketball 

15 
10:00am– Pickleball 
7:30pm– Baseball 

16 
10-11am food pantry 
9am– Figure factory 
5:00pm– Twirl MI 
5:45pm– Girl Scouts 
8:00pm– Basketball 

17 

9:30am Bible Study 
10:00am– Pickleball 
1:00pm Custodial 
cleaning 
6:30pm Bible Study 
6:00pm Basketball 
7:30pm Basketball 
 
 
 
 

18 

9am– Figure factory 
5pm-6 food pantry 
5:00pm Twirl MI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 

5:30pm Softball 
7:00pm Basketball 

20 
8:30am– Basketball 
 
 

21 
8:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Jr. 
church 
2:30pm Christmas-
Sing along 
2:00pm Softball 
4:00pm– Soccer 
6:30pm Youth 
group 
8:00pm Basketball 

22 

10:00am– Pickleball 
7:30pm– Baseball 
 
 
 

23 
10-11am food pantry 
9am– Figure factory 
5:00pm– Twirl MI 
8:00pm Basketball 

24 

CHRISTMAS EVE! 
Office is CLOSED 
10:00am– Pickleball 
1:00pm Custodial 
cleaning 
4:00pm– Worship 
service 
7:00pm– Worship 
service 
6:00pm Basketball 
7:30pm Basketball 
 

25 
Office is CLOSED 
Food pantry is 
CLOSED 

 
 

26 
5:30pm Softball 
7:00pm Basketball 
 
 

27 
8:30am– Basketball 

28 
8:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Jr. 
church 
2:00pm Softball 
4:00pm– Soccer 
6:30pm Youth 
group 
8:00pm Basketball 

29 

10:00am– Pickleball 
7:30pm– Baseball 

30 
10-11am food pantry 
9am– Figure factory 
5:00pm Twirl MI 
8:00pm Basketball 
 
 

31 

NEW YEAR’S EVE! 
10:00am– Pickleball 
1:00pm Custodial 
cleaning 
 

1 

Office is CLOSED 
Food pantry is 
CLOSED 
 
 

2 

4:15pm– Softball 
5:30pm Softball 
7:00pm Basketball 

3 

8:30am– Basketball 
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