Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday
Telephone: 734-847-3944

S@undnngs

Lambertville United Methodist Church

FEBRUARY 2026

{
i

"H

Reverend Bryan Kilpatrick

Pastor’s Page

Understanding Lent

“The seed falling on good soil refers to someone who
hears the word and understands it.”
-Matthew 13:23a

Happy February brothers and sisters in Christ!

What a wild way to end a month like January! The
weather has been crazy, the roads are hit-or-miss, and the
temps have been struggling to rise above 10°F! My prayer
is that you have weathered this storm as warmly and safe-
ly as possible.

Lent begins in just a few short weeks, kicking off
with Ash Wednesday on Wednesday, February 18", As
we have done in the past few years, the church will be
open from 8 AM-noon and 5PM-7 should people desire to
come receive Ashes. As in previous years, you are wel-
come to come into the sanctuary, where you can sit and
reflect or pray for as long as you feel called; then we will
impose the ashes when you’re ready to leave.

I want to take the opportunity to introduce the
theme of this year’s Lenten season, but in order to do so, I
need to begin with a question to ponder: Is there a differ-
ence in your opinion between knowing and understand-
ing?

There’s a saying I have heard from time to time
regarding a similar comparison between knowledge and
wisdom that says, “Knowledge is knowing that a tomato
is a fruit. Wisdom is knowing not to put tomatoes in a
fruit salad.” I think there is something similar to be said
about the relationship between knowing and understand-
ing. For me, ‘knowing’ something means having a basic
understanding of why something is the way it is or why
something works the way it works. ‘Understanding,’
however, suggests additional questions: why does this
matter? How does this impact other things?

Perhaps the most important question for the Christian
when it comes to understanding is ‘How does all of
this change me and my walk in this world?’

Traditionally, Lent is a time of preparation and
fasting as we look ahead toward Easter. It is a time of
remembering our mortality, re-centering ourselves to-
ward Christ, and educating ourselves on the signifi-
cance of Easter itself. Inherent throughout the season is
the yearning for understanding. The disciples will not
understand what Jesus means when he begins to pre-
dict his death, though they may know that it could be a
possibility. The followers of Jesus will look at him one
day with shouts of praise and Hosannas knowing that
he is the political Messiah alluded to in the Old Testa-
ment, then turn on him with chants of ‘Crucify him!’
once they ‘know’ that he is a criminal.

This Lenten season, I invite all of us to take
some time to understand the Parable of the Sower as
found in Matthew 13:1-23 from which we receive our
Lenten theme verse listed above. Let us take time this
year to move from ‘knowing’ that Christ died for our
sins toward ‘understanding’ why that fact is essential
and how that moment in time continues to shape us
daily.

May the days ahead be warmer than the end of
January, and remember that it is not enough to simply
know who Christ was, what he taught, and what he ac-
complished. Christ calls us toward understanding how
all of those things continue to impact us and the larger
world to this day.

Rev. Bryan Kilpatrick




Morning Bible Study

Every Wednesday we have a Bible Study in the narthex
at 9:30am. During this hour of study we focus on a spe-
cific book of the Bible and gradually read through it
while discussing what is happening. It is a very in-
formative and fun group to be part of. We are currently
reading through Isaiah.

Lent Study
TBD. We will have more information on this study
soon.

Thank you
Thank you to Bobbie Garrison for the years you spent

teaching the youth in Junior Church, you were such a
God send at a time when the church needed someone to
step up. We so appreciate you!

Junior Church

Thank you all that expressed interest in helping out with
Junior church! We now have a leader who is going to be
coming up with the curriculum and making sure all the
volunteers have all the info that they need to teach from
week to week. If you would like to teach junior church
please let us know. We hope to start this very soon!

Youth group
We have youth group every Sunday night at 6:30 pm in

the youth room. This group learns about the Bible
through a devotional and discussion and then plays
games and has snacks. It is such a fun group to be part
of!

Soup supper
If you love soup, dessert or just great fellowship, then

come on out Wednesday, February 4 at 6:00 pm in the
gymnasium for our soup supper. Please bring your fa-
vorite soup, dessert or just yourself and join us in a
great time of fellowship!

Sub sale pickup

If you ordered a sub for Super Bowl Sunday, then don’t
forget to pick it up after service on Sunday, February
8.

Youth group outing
If the weather is good then the youth group will be
heading

Music group coming

Join us on Sunday, March 1 at 3:00pm for a special
event . The band, Common Grace will be coming to
our church to share their love of music with us. Invite
your friends, family, neighbors and anyone you come
across. Lets try to fill our church for this special event!

Lent Soup Suppers é

Join the youth weekly as they have soup supper every
Wednesday through lent starting on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 25 and will go through until Easter. All proceeds go
to the youth. Bring a favorite soup, dessert or just your-
self and join in great fellowship.

Offerings for 2025:

We wanted to thank everyone for their generous dona-
tions this past year. We had a few big projects that were
completed around the church and we also had donated to
many missions throughout the year. Here are some of
the numbers:

New HVAC systems above the kitchen and education
wing: $32,348.40

Maintenance for parking lot: $2900

We always have maintenance projects around the church
monthly as well.

Missions

Sleep in Heavenly Peace: $6980

Heifer project: $370

Pregnancy Center: $105 plus all the items that were do-
nated

School, supplies: $115 plus three large boxes of sup-
plies.

Rio Texas (flooding): $1866

UMCOR: $1345

Veteran’s Center: $875 in gift cards and boxes of sup-
plies

Gardens of Hope (Haiti): $950

Missionaries: $8495

Christmas $8197 that went to the general fund
Widow’s Mite: $3001.85

Food Closet: $19,513.17

Youth: $7149.48

Your general fund donations pay for salaries, the church
parsonage, our ministry shares and all church mainte-
nance, supplies and equipment rental to name a few. If
you look on the back of the programs you will see what
is needed weekly for our church to keep thriving. Any
questions please reach out to the office or Kent Krabach.

We so appreciate all your generosity!
Offering envelopes

If you did not get your offering envelopes please stop by
the office and I will be happy to get these for you.




Membership News

“I urge that petitions, prayers, requests, and
thanksgiving be offered to God for all people.”

(1 Timothy 2:1)

General Intercessory Prayers:

Families dealing with Depression, Grieving Families,
Marriages, Missionaries, Service Men & Women,
Shut-ins, Unemployed, Unspoken, Youth

Praise time

We pray for many people on our prayer chain and we
would love to hear any praises that you may have. On

the last Sunday of the month during the prayer time

we will be updating the congregation with these

praises. Feel free to write these down so that they can

be shared during this time. -

Sharing your testimonies

Was there a time in your life when you realized that

God was in control and things would have worked £~
out very differently if He was not with you? We are
looking for people to share their testimonies with the
church on a given Sunday. If this is something you
Shut-Ins: would like to do, please contact pastor Bryan and he

Sue Roach, Barb Frobel, Vicki Clouse, Rose Leighty, will walk you through the next steps.
Marcia Smotherman, Ethel Mull

Individual Intercessory Prayers:

Brenda Wobser, Rich Schroeder, Phyllis Dudek, Mary
Jones, Pat Villarreal, Cathy Roberts, Debbie Krabach,
Sandy Reilly, Tom Mavis, Sandy Stinefield, Dave Shad-
ler, Marcia Brown, Mary Anne Bair, Carol Mavis

Pregnancy Center donations

Thank you for all the donated items for the Pregnancy
Center! Thank you for all the items donated for the
pregnancy center were also able to give this great or-
ganization $170 in monetary donations.

Extended Church family & community:
Cindy Vedra’s brother-in-law, Pat, Debbie Needle’s,
brother, Kay Platt’s brother Wayne Stewart and sister-in-
law, Ruby, Cathy Robert’s cousin, Sister Ann, Dianna
Snyder’s son, Jeremiah and husband, Tom, MclIntire’s
51s(tier71f[1-la\]gfl,lMa]§1ann1?, gm V11’1arrea1 S C.OFSHI’ %arbara, For our February mission we will be giving to the
and sister, Lllie, Brooke Brown s mom, SiStet, an Heifer project. This time we will be raising funds to
friend’s, Bonnie and Steve, Susie Chandler’s brother, .

. . , . T, buy flocks of chicks.
Jim, Aileen Pyle’s brother, Don, Bobbie Garrison’s sis- Valentine baked Sale Auction
ter, Joann ar’ld s1.ster-1n-1a.w ’ l?hylhs Dudelf’s son, Jeff, We are going to be having an auction to raise money
Mary Jones’s friend, Chris, Jim Dornberg’s sister, Nancy, for the flocks of chicks, this will take place on Febru-

Dick Light’s son-in-law, Nac ary 8 at 9:45am in the gymnasium. If you are willing
to bring a baked good to auction off then please sign

February mission

Military serving : up on the sheet in the narthex and have it to the
Alex Perry church by 9:45 on that Sunday.
Amanda Needles

Ash Wednesday

For Ash Wednesday we will have drop-in times
where you can receive your ashes and be prayed over.
The times will be from 8-12 or 5:00pm-7pm on Ash

Wednesday, February 18.
*If you would like to remove or add your loved one to

the list please contact the office at: New member class

office@lambertvilleumc.org Pastor Bryan will once again be hosting new mem-
bership classes starting on Monday, February 23 at
6:00pm. During that first meeting he will discuss
days and times that work best for everyone moving
forward.

New Date for chili cook-off

We will be having our chili cook-off on Saturday,
February 21 at 4:00pm. Please sign up if you can
bring chili or help set-up/break down.

February Soundings
are sponsored by:
Laura Reuss— in memory of her parents,
John & Grace Reuss




Easter Flowers

Once again we have Easter flowers that you can order.
Fill out an envelope in the narthex with what kind of
flower you would like and please fill in if it is in
memory or in honor of someone. The cost is $11 for
lilies and $10 for hyacinths, tulips and daffodils.
Please put the money in the envelope and leave it on
the church desk. We need all the orders by March 16
so we can ensure the correct amount. Thank you!
After Easter services please make sure you take your
flowers with you.

Ushers needed

If you can help out by ushering at either the 8:30 or
10:30 service, please sign up on the list in the narthex.
Thank you! If you need direction on what this involves
we can help with that as well.

Trustees—Cemetery Lots for sale

The church is in possession of several cemetery lots at
Toledo Memorial Park. They are being offered to the
congregation at $800 per lot (current price from Toledo
Memorial Park is $1200 per lot). If you are interested
in purchasing a lot or lots, please contact the office.

Kroger rebate

If you have a Kroger card and would like to add our
church to your community rewards, we would greatly
appreciate it. If you need help with this process, please
ask the office and we would be happy to assist you.
Last year we received $346.59. This adds up quickly
for just doing your normal grocery shopping.

Soundings sponsor

If you would like to sponsor the soundings for the
month in honor of or in memory of someone, please
sign up on the list in the narthex. The cost is $35 and
this can be paid through the offering. Mark soundings
sponsor on your offering envelope on the specials line.

Special concert coming March 1

We will be hosting the band, “Common Grace” on
Sunday, March 1 at 3:00pm in the sanctuary. This is a
very popular music group that has been to the church
years ago. Please come out for this entertaining event.
Invite your friends, family, and neighbors to join us.

From the Trustees

Hello to all from the trustees! First I’d like to thank
those of you who point out little things that need at-
tended to. You might have noticed that we have hand
rails up in the primary restrooms and you may not have
noticed that there are no burnt out lights in the ceil-
ing. Well, that is thanks to folks who just happened to
notice that there was a need or issue and let us

know. We will always try to stay on top of those so
that we remain a safe and beautiful place to come to
for worship and fellowship! I’d like to advise of some
items on the horizon. We have a need for a new freez-
er in the kitchen (and thanks to Jeff Lewandowski for
keeping the current one working as long as it

has!). We also have some carpet issues in a room in
the education wing that we are going to have to re-
solve. This is on top of the need for new carpet in the
Narthex and hallways. Hopefully we can get those
items solved relatively quickly and economical-

ly. Last, I’d like to bring your attention to the Jerry
Wotring Memorial Tree of Life that the trustees put up
in the Narthex before the holidays. A beautiful addition
and a wonderful way to memorialize those within our
congregation who have done so much for us all!
Thank you all for helping us maintain our wonderful
church.

Thank you
Thank you so much to our Worship team, they make

our sanctuary and narthex look beautiful from week to
week. They spend hours at the church getting things
just right and we appreciate all of you!

Thank you to Pam Bolton for managing the food pan-
try, you do such a wonderful job of keeping things run-
ning smoothly! Thank you also to all the food pantry
volunteers, you do so much work and it does not go
unnoticed.

Thank you to Kent Krabach for all the time he spends
on keeping our finances in order. He is at the church
sometimes multiple times a week.

Thank you to Dick Light who comes in weekly to
snake out our drains in the bathroom to make sure we
do not have clogs. He and Norma pick up the food
from MCOP whenever we have a shipment.

To all our Trustees who keep this building going
strong, we say thank you!

Thank you to Dianna Snyder for always being willing
to go to the grocery store to get items for the food pan-
try when we are running low.

Thank you to the Outreach team for coming up with
great missions to be apart of and carrying through with
getting the items to their designated places.
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7— Bert Miser 15— Jeannie Hahn
7— Lauri Panning 17— Josh Adams

8— Carolyn Bair 18— Jamie Frye

8— Dalton Holycross 22— Denise Spohler
8— Austin Bennett 25— Sue Schardt
13— Lucy Kosakowski 28— Ray Leighton

14— Pam Hudson




Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

8:30 am Worship
10:30 am Worship
10:30 am Jr.
church

2:00pm Softball
4:00pm— Soccer
6:30pm Youth
group

8:00pm Basketball

2

10:00am— Pickleball
4:30pm— Basketball
6:00pm— Basketball
7:30pm— Baseball

3

10-11am food pantry
9am— Figure factory
5:00pm— Twirl M1
5:45pm— Girl Scouts
8:00pm— Basketball

4

9:30am Bible Study
10:00am— Pickleball
1:00pm Custodial
cleaning

6:00pm— Soup supper
6:00pm Bible Study
7:30pm Basketball

5

9am— Figure factory
Spm-6 food pantry
5:30pm— Twirl M1

6

4:15pm Softball
5:30pm Softball
7:00pm Basketball

7

Party— Micua

8

8:30 am Worship
9:45am Valentine
Baked Sale Auc-
tion

10:30 am Worship
10:30 am Jr.
church

12:00pm Youth
outing

2:00pm Softball
4:00pm— Soccer

9

10:00am— SPRC meet-
ing

10:00am— Pickleball
4:30pm Basketball
6:00pm Basketball
7:30pm Baseball

10

0-11am food pantry
9am-— Figure factory
6:00pm Trustees
5:30pm— Twirl M1
8:00pm Basketball

11

9:30am Bible Study
10:00am— Pickleball
1:00pm Custodial
cleaning

6:00pm— Soup supper
7:30pm Basketball

12

9am— Figure factory
5Spm-6 food pantry
4:30pm Softball
5:30pm Twirl MI
8:00pm— Basketball

13

4:15pm Softball
7:00pm Basketball

14

HAPPY
VALENTINE’S
DAY!

15

8:30 am Worship
10:30 am Worship
10:30 am Jr.
church

3:00pm— Game
afternoon

2:00pm Softball
4:00pm— Soccer
6:30pm Youth
group

8:00pm Basketball

16

10:00am— Pickleball
4:30pm Basketball
6:00pm Basketball
7:30pm— Baseball

17

10-11am food pantry
9am-— Figure factory
5:30pm— Twirl M1
5:45pm— Girl Scouts
8:00pm— Basketball

18

Ash Wednesday
8-12— drop-in times for
Ash Wednesday

5-7— drop-in times for
Ash Wednesday
9:30am Bible Study
10:00am— Pickleball
1:00pm Custodial
cleaning

7:30pm Basketball

19

9am~— Figure factory
5Spm-6 food pantry
4:30pm Softball
5:30pm Twirl MI
8:00pm Basketball

20

4:15pm Softball
5:30pm Softball
7:00pm Basketball

21

2:00pm— set up for
chili cook-off
4:00pm— Chili
cookoff’

22

8:30 am Worship
10:30 am Worship
10:30 am Jr.
church

2:00pm Softball
4:00pm— Soccer
6:30pm Youth
group

8:00pm Basketball

23

10:00am— Pickleball
4:30pm Basketball
6:00pm Basketball
7:30pm— Baseball

24

10-11am food pantry
9am-— Figure factory
5:30pm— Twirl MI
8:00pm Basketball

25

9:30am Bible Study
10:00am— Pickleball
1:00pm Custodial
cleaning

6:00pm— Soup supper
7:30pm Basketball

26

9am-— Figure factory
5pm-6 food pantry
5:30pm— Twirl MI

27

4:15pm Softball
7:00pm Basketball

28

1

8:30 am Worship
10:30 am Worship
10:30 am Jr.
church

3:00pm Concert
2:00pm Softball
4:00pm— Soccer
6:30pm Youth
group

8:00pm Basketball

2

10:00am— Pickleball
4:30pm Basketball
6:00pm Basketball
7:30pm— Baseball

3

10-11am food pantry
9am-— Figure factory
5:30pm Twirl MI
5:45pm Girl Scouts
8:00pm Basketball

4

9:30am Bible Study
10:00am— Pickleball
1:00pm Custodial
cleaning

6:00pm— Soup supper
7:30pm Basketball

5

9am— Figure factory
5Spm-6 food pantry
4:30pm Softball
5:30pm Twirl MI
8:00pm— Basketball

6

4:15pm— Softball
5:30pm Softball
7:00pm Basketball




